
Why 
publish 
with us?



Bristol University Press, and 
its imprint Policy Press, are 
committed to publishing the 
highest quality scholarship in 
the social sciences and aligned 
disciplines. We want our work 
to make a positive contribution, 
from the advancement of 
ideas through to practical 
implementation. 
As a young university press, Bristol University Press 
is unique with a bold vision that emerges out of 
Policy Press’s long-held, award-winning reputation 
as a key publisher on social issues, with an ethos of 
social justice and respect for diversities. We have 
set our sights on publishing great scholarship that 
addresses the global social challenges and broader 
social science issues that face the world community 
today.

Over the past two decades, we have built a 
reputation dedicated to our vision to create and 
disseminate critically acclaimed, evidence-based 
work that has the potential to make a difference in 
the world. As a not-for-profit press we are free to 
stand by our values, putting issues before profit and 
rigorous research before sensationalism.     

ALISON SHAW, CEO,  
BRISTOL UNIVERSITY PRESS

“We have never been afraid of the big issues. 
Globalisation, climate change and technology are 
changing the world fundamentally and our new lists 
address these and other vital global issues.

University presses are a crucial part of our intellectual, 
social and cultural landscape. It is a privilege to play a 
larger role than even before.”

ALISON SHAW, CEO & FOUNDER, 
BRISTOL UNIVERSITY PRESS 



Why publish with us?

Our vision is to become the first choice 
for authors who want to combine 
academic and professional credibility 
with publishing that aims to make a 
difference, advance our understanding 
and challenge the status quo. 

Reflecting issues of social justice that are important 
to our authors, we are actively seeking to champion 
evidence-informed, bold thinking from anywhere in 
the world that helps to shape our understanding of 
society and address the challenges we face.

We put our authors and readers at the heart of 
what we do and our personable, collaborative and 
efficient author service is one of the key reasons why 
authors choose and continue to publish with us.

“I’m really excited that expanding our coverage of 
the social sciences across Bristol University Press and 
Policy Press is allowing us to extend our collaborative 
approach to publishing to more authors and to build 
partnerships across the world. We are committed to 
providing a platform for both scholarly and public 
debate and to working with people who share our belief 
in the importance of high-quality research and critical 
thinking.”

VICTORIA PITTMAN,  
EDITORIAL DIRECTOR



Our publishing imprints

“Bristol University Press combines a tradition of 
publishing high-quality research with a bold new 
strategy, entrepreneurial management and strong 
author engagement.” 

JON PIERRE, RESEARCH PROFESSOR, UNIVERSITY OF GOTHENBURG,  
AND UNIVERSITY OF MELBOURNE

Bristol University Press publishes 
world-class scholarship with an 
international focus in the broader 
social sciences that advances 
theory, knowledge and learning, 
within and beyond academia.

Areas of interest include:

BUP books, series and journals

• Business and   
  Management
• Criminology
• Economics and Society
• Environment and   
  Sustainability
• Human Geography
•  Interdisciplinary Studies 

•  International Development
•  Law
• Politics and International  
  Relations
• Science, Technology and  
     Society
• Sociology



Policy Press books, series and journals

“Time and again Policy Press has published provocative 
and profound books on the vital topics of our day. Their 
recent authors include some of the most trenchant 
contemporary commentators and thinkers on matters 
of social justice. We need publishers like this.”  

MELISSA BENN, WRITER, JOURNALIST AND CAMPAIGNER

Policy Press has its roots in social policy 
and social justice and is committed 
to progressive social change. As an 
imprint of Bristol University Press, it 
remains a champion for tackling social 
issues – in essence, publishing with a 
purpose.

Areas of interest include: 
• Ageing and Gerontology
• Children, Young people  
  and Families
• Community    
  Development
• Criminal Justice

• Education
• Health and Social Care
• Housing and Planning
• Social Research Methods
• Social and Public Policy
• Social Work



Our publishing commitment
Exceptional author care lies at the very heart 
of what we do and we are proud that world-
leading experts and academics have chosen 
to publish with us. We share many of the same 
values as the people we work with, and pride 
ourselves on our collaborative ethos and 
commitment to quality. 

Publishing for impact
From our inception in 1996, we have worked with 
authors to maximise the impact of their work 
within and beyond academia to governments 
and policy-makers, professionals and 
practitioners, journalists and the wider public. 
We offer authors practical support to enable 
their work to influence positive social change.

Some of our ground-breaking international series
Alternatives to 
Capitalism in the 
21st Century

Diverse Voices Decolonization 
and Social 
Worlds 

Gender, 
Sexuality and 
Global Politics

See all our series information at bristoluniversitypress.co.uk/series



•  Flexibility: we publish across an 
unrivalled choice of formats including 
monographs, textbooks, journals, 
policy and practice guides, Shorts, 
scholarly trade titles and digital 
resources.

•  Quality: we ensure high editorial 
standards with a rigorous two-stage 
peer review and provide a highly 
regarded author-focused production 
process.

•  Impact: we work closely with authors 
to ensure that their work can shift 
understanding, reframe debates, and 
help to improve people’s lives. 

•  Reach: our books are regularly 
reviewed and featured across 
journals, broadsheets, radio, 
television and political magazines. 
We have 15,000 sales accounts in over 
60 countries worldwide, a dynamic 
marketing programme and impressive 
social media reach.

•  Affordability: we offer a range 
of pricing because we value 
dissemination over profit. All 
our books are also available as 
paperback-priced eBooks from initial 
publication.

•  Speed: we offer fast turnaround times 
so you get the flexibility and speed to 
market you want.

Publishing with us offers you:

“The launch of Bristol 
University Press is a 
great opportunity to 
grow the Policy Press 
model of intensive author 
engagement and service, 
one which sees all its books 
as unique and sets the 
highest standards.” 
DANNY DORLING, PROFESSOR OF 
GEOGRAPHY AT OXFORD UNIVERSITY, 
AUTHOR OF INJUSTICE

“Working with BUP has been 
one of the most pleasant 
experiences I have had in 
my academic career. They 
are professional, attentive, 
astute, and most important, 
caring. These are the 
qualities authors would 
hope publishers bring to 
the table and the BUP staff 
do not disappoint.”  
DR. DAVID G. EMBRICK,  
UNIVERSITY OF CONNECTICUT



Key Contacts in the Bristol University Press 
and Policy Press Commissioning Team:
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Julia Mortimer
Journals Director 
julia.mortimer@bristol.ac.uk

Ellen Pearce   
Commissioning Editor, Business, 
Management and Economics
ellen.pearce@bristol.ac.uk

Victoria Pittman  
Editorial Director  
Publisher, Sociology 
v.pittman@bristol.ac.uk

Emily Ross  
Commissioning Editor, 
Sociology, Ageing
emily.ross@bristol.ac.uk

 

Paul Stevens  
Publisher, Science and 
Technology, Social Research 
Methods, Interdisciplinarity
paul.stevens@bristol.ac.uk

Rebecca Tomlinson 
Commissioning Editor, 
Criminology and International 
Development
rebecca.tomlinson@bristol.ac.uk

Laura Vickers-Rendall 
Commissioning Editor, Social 
and Public Policy, Health and 
Social Care
laura.vickers@bristol.ac.uk

Emily Watt 
Publisher, Human Geography, 
Urban Studies, Planning and 
Housing, Environment and 
Sustainability 
emily.watt@bristol.ac.uk

Stephen Wenham 
Publisher, Politics and 
International Relations 
s.wenham@bristol.ac.uk

Books

Isobel Bainton
Commissioning Editor, 
Social Work and Children, 
Young People & Families 
isobel.bainton@bristol.ac.uk

Sarah Bird
Commissioning Editor, 
Community Development 
sarah.bird@bristol.ac.uk

Helen Davis
Senior Commissioning Editor,  
Law 
helen.davis@bristol.ac.uk

Zoe Forbes
Commissioning Editor,  
Politics and International 
Relations  
zoe.forbes@bristol.ac.uk

Ginny Mills 
Senior Commissioning Editor,  
Trade
ginny.mills@bristol.ac.uk

Contact us
Policy Press |  Bristol University Press 
1-9 Old Park Hill 
Bristol BS2 8BB, UK

t. +44 (0) 117 374 6645  
e. bup-info@bristol.ac.uk

You can find more contacts here: bristoluniversitypress.co.uk/meet-the-team


