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The Social Work and Children, Young People and 
Families lists lie at the heart of what we do at Policy 
Press. Across the lists, you will find a wide range 
of books putting forward cutting-edge research 
and critical commentary, alongside textbooks and 
practitioner guides, all aimed at bringing research into 

practice to make a positive difference to 
society.

We are expanding our publishing in these 
areas so if you are interested in writing 
for us, please get in touch with Isobel 
Bainton, Commissioning Editor: 

isobel.bainton@bristol.ac.uk

Welcome
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Contextual Safeguarding 
The Next Chapter

Carlene Firmin and Jenny Lloyd  Durham University

“One of the best books about social work that I have 
read. It brings together theory and practice in new 
and creative ways to help us think about how to help 
individuals, change contexts and challenge structural 
issues. Essential reading for anyone interested in 
Contextual Safeguarding, contemporary safeguarding 
or family help.”  
DONALD FORRESTER, CARDIFF UNIVERSITY

How do we respond to harm faced by young people beyond their 
front doors? Can practitioners keep young people safe at school, in 
their neighbourhoods or with their friends when social care systems 
are designed to work with families? 

The Contextual Safeguarding approach has transformed how policy 
makers, social care leaders, practitioners and researchers understand 
harm that happens to young people in their communities and what 
is required to respond. Since 2015 it has been tested across the 
UK and internationally. This book shares stories from child sexual 
exploitation, child criminal exploitation and peer violence about 
what has been learnt on this journey.

For anyone interested in how we safeguard young people beyond 
their front doors, this book shows how much we have achieved 
and raises big questions about what more we need to do to ensure 
young people are safe – whatever the context.

Paperback £21.99 | US $36.95 
ISBN 9781447366430
Hardback £80.00 | US $120.00
ISBN 9781447366423
ePUB ISBN 9781447366447
234 x 156mm  208 pages  
UK July 2023 
US August 2023
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Child Development and the Brain 
From Embryo to Adolescence  
Second edition

Rob Abbott, The Open University and Esther Burkitt, 
University of Chichester

This bestselling textbook provides social science students with an 
accessible introduction to neuroscience and the implications for 
our understandings of child development, considering the links 
between brain development and social and cultural issues. 

Now covering the 0-18+ age range, the new edition critically 
analyses the relationship between children and young people’s 
thoughts, behaviours and feelings and the ways in which their 
developing brains are structured. It includes a new section on 
emotional development in adolescence, considering the impact 
of drugs and alcohol on the brain and the role of brain changes in 
driving risky behaviours.   

Assuming no prior knowledge of the subject, the text connects 
the latest scientific knowledge to the practice of understanding and 
working with children. Incorporating the latest research and debate 
throughout, the book offers students and CYP practitioners: 

•	 case studies showing how brain science is changing practice; 

•	 a companion website including self-test questions; 

•	 end-of-chapter summaries, further reading and questions to test 
knowledge; 

•	 a glossary of neuroscientific terms.

Paperback £21.99 | US $36.95 
ISBN 9781447355670
ePUB ISBN 9781447355687
244 x 170 mm  288 pages 
UK May 2023 
US June 2023

INSPECTION COPY AVAILABLE
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Children, Family and the State
A Critical Introduction

Rob Creasy, independent researcher and Fiona Corby, Teeside 
University

 
“Enlightening. This book’s ability to entwine 
contemporary themes, the chronology of policy/
practice and theoretical knowledge to relatable 
experience is what makes this a refreshing and 
compelling read.” 
DAWN LAWRENCE, STAFFORDSHIRE UNIVERSITY

For anyone studying childhood or families, a consideration of the 
state may not always seem obvious, yet a good critical knowledge 
of politics, social policy and social theory is vital to understanding 
their impacts upon families’ everyday lives. Accessibly written 
and assuming no prior understanding, this book shows how key 
concepts, including vulnerability, risk, resilience, safeguarding and 
wellbeing are socially constructed.   

Carefully designed to support students, it provides students with 
clear guidance on how to use what they have read when writing 
academic assignments alongside questions designed to support the 
development of critical thinking skills.   

Covering issues from what the family is within a multicultural 
society, through issues around poverty, social mobility and life 
chances, this book gives students an excellent grounding in matters 
relating to work with children and families. It features:  

•	 ‘using this chapter’ sections showing how the content can be 
used in assignments; 

•	 tips on applying critical thinking to books and articles – and 
how to make use of such thinking in essays; 

•	 further reading.

Paperback £24.99 | US $38.50 
ISBN 9781447368953
Hardback £80.00 | US $120.00 
ISBN 9781447368946
ePUB ISBN 9781447368960
244 x 170 mm  272 pages 
UK March 2023 
US April 2023

INSPECTION COPY AVAILABLE

NEW TEXTBOOK
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Social Work in Wales
Understanding Practice in a Devolved Context

Wulf Livingston, Glyndwr University, Jo Redcliffe, Swansea 
University and Abyd Quinn Aziz, Cardiff University.

With a foreword by First Minister of Wales, Mark Drakeford, 
this book is the first to offer an in-depth look into what makes 
the Welsh Social Work context unique. It includes the move 
towards joint children, families and adult provision and the 
emphasis on early intervention, future generations and partnership 
considerations. 

Covering the subject knowledge required by the Welsh regulator, 
Social Care Wales, it provides essential reading for students and 
practising social workers in Wales, and rich contextual analysis for 
other international social work practitioners and writers . Each 
chapter includes:

•	 dialogue on the distinctive ‘Welsh Way’ that underpins the 
nation’s social work approach;

•	 focus on application: responses and implications for professional 
practice; 

•	 the ‘giving of voice’ section: demonstrating the key emphasis in 
Welsh practice of ensuring that multiple stakeholder perspectives 
are actively heard;

•	 key resources for further independent exploration of the topics.

Paperback £27.99 | US $47.95 
ISBN 9781447367192
ePUB ISBN 9781447367208
244 x 170 mm  256 pages  
UK June 2023 
US July 2023

INSPECTION COPY AVAILABLE

NEW TEXTBOOK
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Applying Strengths-Based 
Approaches in Social Work
Deanna Edwards, University of Salford and Kate Parkinson, 
University of Huddersfield

This accessible textbook offers students and practitioners a 
comprehensive introduction to strengths-based approaches in social 
work and social care practice. Covering the theory and research 
in support of these approaches, and packed full of case studies, the 
book will allow readers to develop a critical understanding of how 
strengths-based approaches work, and how they can be successfully 
applied in order to improve outcomes for people with lived 
experience.  

Covering the five main models of strengths-based practice, the 
text presents international research and evidence on the efficacy 
of each approach, enabling students and practitioners to apply 
the benefits in their own social work practice. The guide features 
the perspectives of people with lived experience throughout and 
includes the following key learning features:  

•	 case studies of best practice; 

•	 points for practice: succinct tips for practitioners and students on 
practice placement;

•	 a further reading list and resources; 

•	 a glossary.

Paperback £21.99 | US $36.95 
ISBN 9781447362722
Hardback £80.00 | US $120.00 
ISBN 9781447362715
ePUB ISBN 9781447362739
244 x 170 mm  208 pages 
UK May 2023 
US June 2023

INSPECTION COPY AVAILABLE

NEW TEXTBOOK
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The Best Interests Assessor 
Practice Handbook
Second edition

Rachel Hubbard, University of the West of England and  
Kevin Stone, University of Plymouth

 
“If you are a BIA because you are passionate about 
human rights, challenging restrictive and oppressive 
practices, empowering care users and finding better 
ways to support them, then this is the book for you.” 
LUCY SERIES, UNIVERSITY OF BRISTOL

The Best Interests Assessor (BIA) Practice Handbook is firmly 
grounded in real-life practice and remains the only textbook 
focusing directly on the BIA role. Offering clear and practical 
advice on the legal elements of the role, and the values and practice 
elements of working within the Deprivation of Liberty Safeguards 
(DoLS) framework, this is essential reading for BIA students and 
practitioners.   

This fully updated edition takes account of recent legislative 
changes, including the planned changes from the Liberty 
Protection Safeguards (LPS), recent case law and the impact of the 
COVID-19 pandemic on BIA practice.    

Packed with advice on delivering effective, person-centred, rights-
driven practice, it includes: 

•	 case studies; 

•	 legal summaries; 

•	 decision-making activities; 

•	 CPD support; 

•	 examples of new case law in practice.  

Looking forward, the book considers the new context for practice 
in the Approved Mental Capacity Professional (AMCP) role within 
the LPS and the potential roles that BIAs might fulfil in this new 
framework in the future.

Paperback £22.99 | US $39.95 
ISBN 9781447335559
Hardback £85.00 | US $149.95 
ISBN 9781447335542
ePUB ISBN 9781447368205
240 x 172 mm  274 pages 
UK October 2022 
US November 2022

NEW TEXTBOOK

INSPECTION COPY AVAILABLE
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Making Decisions in Compulsory 
Mental Health Work
Boundaries, Frames and Perspectives

Edited by Jill Hemmington, University of Central Lancashire and 
Sarah Vicary, The Open University

Designed to support training and CPD in compulsory mental 
health work, this book looks at assessment, detention, compulsion 
and coercion in a variety of mental health settings. It focuses on 
decision making in a variety of professional roles with contributions 
from people with diverse backgrounds including those with lived 
experience of mental health services. With emphasis on putting 
theory into practice, the book is essential reading for those looking 
to develop their reflexive and critical analytical skills.   

Relevant for all professionals making decisions under mental 
health legislation and those developing, teaching and supporting 
practitioners in the workplace, it includes:  

•	 critical reflection techniques; 

•	 ‘editors’ voice’ features at the start and close of each chapter, 
summarising key themes.

Paperback £24.99 | US $38.50 
ISBN 9781447362890
Hardback £80.00 | US $120.00 
ISBN 9781447362883
ePUB ISBN 9781447362906
244 x 170 mm  224 pages 
UK March 2023 
US April 2023

INSPECTION COPY AVAILABLE

NEW TEXTBOOK
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Adult Safeguarding 
Observed
How Social Workers Assess and 
Manage Risk and Uncertainty 
 
Jeremy Dixon, University of Bath

Applying sociological and ethnographic research to adult 
safeguarding for the first time, this book considers how 
frontline practice is developing, exploring safeguarding 
adults’ assessments and multi-agency work. The book 
is essential reading for those wishing to understand risk 
management and how current practice can be improved.

Social Work’s Histories of 
Complicity and Resistance
A Tale of Two Professions 
 
Vasilios Ioakimidis and Aaron Wyllie, 
University of Essex

This book rethinks social work’s history of both political 
resistance and complicity with oppressive practice. 
Comparing international case studies, the book uncovers 
the role of social workers in politically tense episodes 
of recent history, skilfully navigating the profession’s 
collective political past while considering its future.

Paperback £24.99 | US $42.95 
ISBN 9781447357292
Hardback £80.00 | US $120.00
ISBN 9781447357285
ePUB ISBN 9781447357308
234 x 156 mm  152 pages 
UK July 2023 
US August 2023

Paperback £27.99 | US $47.95 
ISBN 9781447364283
Hardback £85.00 | US $149.95 
ISBN 9781447364276
ePUB ISBN 9781447364290
234 x 156 mm  304 pages 
UK April 2023 
US May 2023
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Understanding Mental Distress
Knowledge, Practice and Neoliberal Reform in 
Community Mental Health Services

Rich Moth, Royal Holloway University of London

 
“A rich, theoretically informed account of what is 
currently shaping practice in our mental health 
services. A key text for those concerned with 
understanding, challenging and transforming these 
services to benefit those who use them and those 
who work in them.” 
ANN DAVIS, UNIVERSITY OF BIRMINGHAM

In this timely analysis, Rich Moth assesses mental health services 
in a period of major change. Based on extended fieldwork 
in community mental health services, he explores the many 
impacts of policy reform, marketisation and austerity on NHS 
mental health provision, and positions developments in the 
contexts of neoliberalism and an increased emphasis on individual 
responsibility.   

Firmly rooted in the lived experiences of people using mental 
health services and the everyday practices of social workers, 
nurses and psychiatrists, he develops a stimulating perspective on 
how mental distress is understood and responded to within these 
settings.

Paperback £27.99 | US $41.99 
ISBN 9781447349891
Hardback £85.00 | US $149.95 
ISBN 9781447349877
ePUB ISBN 9781447349907
234 x 156 mm  264 pages 
UK April 2023 
US May 2023

NEW IN PAPERBACK
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Research in Social Work
Series Editors: Anna Gupta, Royal Holloway, University of London and John Gal, Hebrew University 
of Jerusalem 
 
Published by the European Social Work Research Association and Policy Press, this series forms a 
collection of the best research on social work in Europe, examining current, progressive and innovative 
research applications.

Find out more at: policy.bristoluniversitypress.co.uk/research-in-social-work

Migration and Social Work
Approaches, Visions and Challenges 
 
Edited by Emilio J. Gómez-Ciriano, 
Universidad de Castilla-La Mancha, Elena 
Cabiati, University of Milan and Sofia 
Dedotsi, University of West Attica

“An inspiring, critical and timely book 
on social work facing migration 
and asylum. The authors bring an 
enormous amount of expertise and 
unique but intertwined perspectives 
and lessons from different countries 
across Europe.” 
MARÍA INÉS MARTÍNEZ HERRERO, UNIVERSIDAD 
INTERNACIONAL DE LA RIOJA

With cross-cultural perspectives from eight European 
countries, this book provides much-needed research on 
migration and social work. Focusing on the experiences 
and integration of refugees and asylum seekers, the 
text considers the impact of EU policies on borders 
and integration, and the rise of racism across European 
societies.

Paperback £26.99 | US $45.95 
ISBN 9781447361817
Hardback £120.00 | US $139.95 
ISBN 9781447361800
ePUB ISBN 9781447361824
234 x 156 mm  248 pages 
UK January 2023 
US February 2023

Research in Social Work
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When Social Workers 
Impact Policy and Don’t 
Just Implement It
A Framework for Understanding 
Policy Engagement 
 
John Gal, Hebrew University of Jerusalem 
and Idit Weiss-Gal, Tel Aviv University

“Will be enlightening for those 
who care about the political 
engagement of social workers.” 
SIGRID LEITNER, COLOGNE UNIVERSITY OF APPLIED 
SCIENCES

This book offers a theoretical framework for 
understanding why social workers engage in policy, and 
the implications for research, education and practice.

Involving Service Users 
in Social Work Education, 
Research and Policy
A Comparative European Analysis 
 
Edited by Kristel Driessens, University of 
Antwerp and Vicky Lyssens-Danneboom, 
Karel de Grote University of Applied Sciences

Based on the results of a European Social Fund project, 
this book critically appraises the benefits and challenges 
of involving service users in social work research, 
practice and education. 

NEW IN PAPERBACK

Paperback £27.99 | US $47.95 
ISBN 9781447364764
Hardback £85.00 | US $149.95 
ISBN 9781447364757
ePUB ISBN 9781447364771
234 x 156 mm  184 pages 
UK November 2022 
US November 2022

Research in Social Work

Paperback £26.99 | US $45.95 
ISBN 9781447358336
Hardback £80.00 | US $139.95 
ISBN 9781447358329
ePUB ISBN 9781447358343
234 x 156 mm  268 pages 
UK June 2023 
US July 2023

Research in Social Work

ALSO AVAILABLE

Interprofessional 
Collaboration and Service 
User Participation 
Edited by Kirsi Juhila, Tanja 
Dall, Christopher Hall and Juliet 
Koprowska

The Origins of Social Care 
and Social Work 
Mark Henrickson 
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The Future of Children’s Care
Critical Perspectives on Children’s Services Reform

Edited by Robin Sen, University of Edinburgh and Christian 
Kerr, Northumbria University

Over the last decade there has been a series of government policy 
initiatives in respect of children’s services and social work education 
in England, many of which aim to deregulate or privatise aspects of 
these services. Critically considering the impact of the MacAlister 
Review, this book explores the past, present and future of children’s 
services in the UK from a range of perspectives – lived, professional 
and academic. 

This accessible guide provides a timely and incisive overview of the 
current children’s services reform agenda in the UK. It identifies 
current challenges, analyses both strengths and weaknesses in the 
current policy agenda and sets out alternative policy and practice 
directions for a system that can meet families’ needs.

Paperback £16.99 | US $28.95 
ISBN 9781447368267
ePUB ISBN 9781447368281
216 x 140 mm  208 pages 
UK June 2023 
US July 2023
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Voices from the Silent Cradles
Life Histories of Romania’s Looked-After Children

Mariela Neagu, former minister for child welfare in Romania

 
“The strength of this book is that it is much more 
than a collection of personal histories. The reader is 
not only presented with deeply moving accounts of 
the good and the bad, but also discussion about the 
factors affecting young people’s life chances, along 
with lessons for current policy and practice.”  
ADOPTION & FOSTERING

In 1990, disturbing television footage emerged showing the 
inhumane conditions in which children in Romanian institutions 
were living. Viewers were shocked that the babies were silent. 
The so-called ‘Romanian orphans’ became subjects of several 
international research studies. In parallel, Romania had to reform 
its child protection system in order to become a member of the 
European Union.  

This book sheds light on the lived experiences of these children, 
who had become adults by the time the country joined the EU. 
Uniquely, the book brings together the accounts of those who 
stayed in institutions, those who grew up in foster care and those 
who were adopted, both in Romania and internationally. Their 
narratives challenge stereotypes about these types of care.

Paperback £27.99 | US $46.95 
ISBN 9781447357995
Hardback £85.00 | US $149.95 
ISBN 9781447357988
ePUB ISBN 9781447358008
234 x 156 mm  242 pages 
UK January 2023
US February 2023

NEW IN PAPERBACK
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Biographical Research and the 
Meanings of Mothering
Life Choices, Identities and Methods

Lyudmila Nurse, University of Oxford, Lisa Moran, South 
East Technological University and Kateřina Sidiropulu-Janků, 
Carinthia University of Applied Sciences

What does mothering mean in different cultures and societies? 
This book extensively applies biographical and narrative research 
methods to mothering from international perspectives. 
 
Considering self-care, rapport, trust, reflexivity and self-reflection, 
the collection advances methodological practice in the study of 
mothers, carers and childless women’s lives.

Hardback £90.00 | US $159.95 
ISBN 9781447365624
ePUB ISBN 9781447365631
234 x 156 mm  272 pages 
UK July 2023 
US September 2023
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Understanding Abuse in Young 
People’s Intimate Relationships
Female Perspectives on Power, Control and Gendered 
Social Norms

Ceryl Teleri Davies, Bangor University

Ceryl Teleri Davies’s research in female-only spaces informs this 
illuminating guide to young women’s experience of intimate 
relationships. Essential reading for those working with young 
people, the book makes a vital contribution to the study of gender-
based violence. Her research reveals young women’s understandings 
of what it means to have a healthy relationship, and considers the 
influence of gendered social norms within both healthy and abusive 
relationships.  

While contributing to the debate on how young women negotiate 
the conflicts inherent in contemporary constructions of gender, the 
book then suggests a pathway towards gender equality.

Paperback £24.99 | US $42.95 
ISBN 9781447362678
Hardback £85.00 | US $149.95 
ISBN 9781447362661
ePUB ISBN 9781447362685
234 x 156 mm  208 pages 
UK May 2023 
US June 2023
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How to order books
Ordering your print and eBooks from Bristol University Press is easy.

Print 

Order online at bristoluniversitypress.co.uk or 
from Marston Book Services  
e. direct.orders@marston.co.uk  
t. +44 (0) 1235 465500 
f. +44 (0) 1235 465555

For North and South America and Canada, order 
online at:  
bristoluniversitypress.co.uk or from   
ips@ingramcontent.com

For Australia and New Zealand, order through 
New South Books at:  
adscs@alliancedist.com.au
t. +61 (2) 4390 1300 | adscs@alliancedist.com.au  
newsouthbooks.com.au

All other international customers outside these 
regions, please find your local distributor or 
stockist here:
bristoluniversitypress.co.uk/international-
distributors 

If you have any queries, get in touch: 
bup-sales@bristol.ac.uk

Prices and discounts are set by Bristol University 
Press and we reserve the right to change them 
without notice.

eBooks
All our books are available as ePUBs and ePDFs 
through a wide range of eBook providers. 

Library customers can purchase our eBooks 
from a range of digital platforms and library 
aggregators, including JSTOR, EBSCO, ProQuest, 
IG Publishing and CNEIPC. 

Our digital books and journals are available via 
our platform Bristol University Press Digital. Our 
books can also be accessed via Policy Press 
Scholarship Online (PPSO) in partnership with 
Oxford University Press, Cambridge Core and 
Project Muse.

Our etextbooks are available to buy through 
Kortext, VitalSource and Perlego. Individual 
eBooks are also available from online bookshops 
including Amazon Kindle, Google Play, Kobo and 
eBooks.com. 

You can purchase eBooks (ePUB) directly from us 
at bristoluniversitypress.co.uk. If you buy an ePUB 
on our website, you will need to read it using 
Adobe Digital Editions (ADE) reader software as 
our eBooks are DRM-protected. To download ADE 
on your computer, see:  
adobe.com/uk/solutions/ebook/digital 
-editions/download.html
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Peer-reviewed books and journals tackling global social challenges.

Bristol University Press Digital, launched in Spring 
2022, has been developed as part of our mission 
to publish research that tackles the biggest 
problems facing the world today.  

The platform provides users with e-collections in 
the social sciences, uniquely curated and themed 
around the global social challenges and the UN’s 
Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs), enabling 
scholarly communities and practitioners with 
crucial insights to effect positive change in the 
world.  

Benefits for academics, researchers and 
libraries include:

•	 1,500+ books, 18 journals and 90 OA titles, 
all tagged and searchable by global social 
challenges;  

•	 Access to our innovative new OA Global 
Social Challenges Journal, which breaks down 
boundaries to participation in, and access to, 
truly global social science research;

•	 An innovative tagging system, saving libraries 
time and resource in collating content and 
maintaining collection relevance to rapidly 
evolving themes; 

•	 Maximum discoverability of our authors’ work 
across books and journals; 

•	 An intuitive and easy-to-use solution for both 
readers and librarians;

•	 Key industry standards for accessibility (WAGC 
2.0) and reporting (COUNTER-compliant 
statistics). 

Bristol University Press Digital is revolutionising the 
way scholarly communities search, experience 
and share content by connecting you with 
research that addresses the global social 
challenges.

This new platform offers you instant access to Bristol University Press and Policy Press digital content: 
ebooks, journal articles and collections from across the social sciences, including the new, non-profit, 
Open Access (OA) Global Social Challenges Journal.

To receive news and updates about the 
platform, sign up to our newsletter here: 
bristoluniversitypress.co.uk/signup-bup-pp 
  
or contact our Institutional Sales Manager 
Simon Bell at: simon.bell@bristol.ac.uk

Find out more at:  
bristoluniversitypress.co.uk/bupdigital

http://bristoluniversitypress.co.uk/signup-bup-pp
http://bristoluniversitypress.co.uk/bupdigital


JOURNALS   |  20

European Social Work Research  
Volume 1 | 2023 | 3 issues 

 
Editor in Chief: Lars Uggerhøj, Aalborg University, 
Denmark 

Co-Editors: Elaine Sharland, University of Sussex, 
UK and Ana M. Sobočan, University of Ljubljana, 
Slovenia

Published in association with the European Social 
Work Research Association

 
“I am delighted that this new journal is ready to 
launch and am confident that the editorial team 
will secure high-quality contributions related to all 
aspects of social work research in both European and 
international contexts.” 
CHRISTOS PANAGIOTOPOULOS, PRESIDENT OF THE EUROPEAN ASSOCIATION OF 
SCHOOLS OF SOCIAL WORK

European Social Work Research is the flagship journal of the European Social 
Work Research Association and is dedicated to the development, practice 
and utilisation of social work research. It is the only Europe-wide journal 
to focus uniquely on social work research and its intended audience is 
scholars, students, practitioners, policy makers and other researchers who 
have an interest in social problems, social work and the contribution that 
social work makes to just and equitable societies.

Online ISSN: 2755-1768
Frequency: March, June and October 

   New to Policy Press
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Critical and Radical Social Work 
An international journal 
Volume 11 | 2023 | 3 issues

SCOPUS CITE SCORE 0.8  
 
Editor in Chief: Michael Lavalette, Liverpool Hope 
University, UK 
 
Deputy Editors: Dimitra-Dora Teloni, University of 
West Attica, Greece and Charlotte Williams, Bangor 
University, UK

“A much-needed outlet for social workers to promote 
innovative and challenging standpoints. The 
journal stimulates debate and gives voice to those 
advocating for groups that are relegated to the 
margins.” 
LINDA BRISKMAN, SWINBURNE INSTITUTE FOR SOCIAL RESEARCH, AUSTRALIA 

 
Critical and Radical Social Work is an exciting journal that promotes 
debate and scholarship around a range of engaged social work themes. 

The journal publishes papers that seek to analyse and respond to the 
latest issues in the field, such as the impact of global neoliberalism 
on social welfare, austerity and social work, social work and social 
movements and the ways that social work intersects with inequality and 
oppression. 

It welcomes contributions that consider and question themes relating 
to the definition of social work and social work professionalism, that 
look at ways in which organic and ‘indigenous’ practice can expand 
concepts of the social work project and that consider alternative and 
radical histories of social work activity.

As a truly international journal it actively encourages contributions 
from academics, scholars and practitioners from across the global 
village.

Print ISSN: 2049-8608
Online ISSN: 2049-8675
Frequency: March, August and 
November
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Impact Factor: 0.981

Families, Relationships and Societies 
An international journal of research 
and debate 

 
Volume 12 | 2023 | 4 issues

Editor in Chief: Esther Dermott, University of Bristol, 
UK 
 
Co-Editors: Isabella Crespi, The University of 
Macerata, Italy, Manik Deepak-Gopinath, The Open 
University, UK, Sara Eldén, Lund University, Sweden 
and Elena Moore, University of Cape Town, South 
Africa 
 
Editor at Large: Lynn Jamieson, University of 
Edinburgh, UK 

“This timely journal will provide an essential locus for work 
on contemporary family relationships. At last there is the 
space to create a critical mass of work in this important 
field.”  
CAROL SMART, UNIVERSITY OF MANCHESTER, UK 

Families, Relationships and Societies is a vibrant social science journal 
advancing scholarship and debates in the field of families and 
relationships. It explores family life, relationships and generational 
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