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Understanding Welfare: Social Issues, Policy and Practice

“This exciting series is essential reading for students across a range of subjects and courses who need to
gain a comprehensive understanding of welfare issues.”
Pete Alcock, University of Birmingham and Chair, Social Policy Subject Benchmarking Group

SP Published in association with the Social Policy Association and Social Policy Subject
Benchmark compliant, this series helps students understand social issues, policies and
SOCIAL POLICY Welfore.

ASSOCIATION

Textbooks in the series help students explore: the economic, political and social context of

contemporary social issues, policies and practice in the UK; how private and public concerns can become
issues for policy; the main theoretical approaches and ideologies associated with welfare provision and
their relevance for the analysis of social issues and policies; the policy process, and the agencies and
agents through which policies are developed and delivered, and much more.

Each textbook provides chapter-specific summaries, questions for discussion, illustrative boxes and
diagrams to help students evaluate ‘evidence’ and use it appropriately, assess the merits of competing
explanations and debates on social issues and assess the successes and limitations of social policies.
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Demonstrating the relevance of theory to political and policy debates and practice, this dynamic and fully
updated second edition helps students to grasp the real-life implications of social policy theory. It includes
a new chapter featuring debates around disability, sexuality and the environment.
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3rd edition

The third edition of this leading textbook offers

a contemporary and accessible overview of
international actors and social policy formation in
a global context. It incorporates new chapters on
gender, environment, young people, food, water
and energy, migration and more.
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The third edition of this widely-respected
textbook examines welfare policy and racism,
alongside institutional racism and community
cohesion within a broad policy framework.
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The political and economic landscape of

UK social security provision has changed
significantly since the 2008 financial crisis. This
third edition of a go-to text book covers all the
key policy changes and their implications since
the elections of 2010 and 2015.
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One of the few resources available to provide an
overview of human need as a key concept in the
social sciences, this accessible and engaging
second edition models existing practical and
theoretical approaches to human need while
also proposing a radical alternative.
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As the state withdraws from welfare provision,
the mixed economy of welfare has become ever
more important. This second edition of Powell's
acclaimed textbook is an invaluable introductory
resource for students of social policy, social
welfare and social work..
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THIRD EDITION R
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A substantial, authoritative, third edition of
this important textbook about the impact of
economic priorities and pressures on social
policies at a time when neo-liberal arguments
for reducing the burden of welfare are more
dominant than ever before.
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Now in its third edition, this accessible text
provides a comprehensive introduction to health
and social care and recent developments,
including the integrated care agenda, regional
devolution and austerity.

How to order

All books are also available in EPDF format.
Order online at policy.bristoluniversitypress.co.uk or
from all good bookshops.

You can also order direct from Marston Book Services:
e: direct.orders@marston.co.uk
t: +44 (0) 1235 456 500

Our eBooks are available via a range of library suppliers
and individual eBooks are also available from most
major retailers, see our website for more details.

Our digital books and journals are available via our
platform Bristol University Press Digital. Our books can
also be accessed via Policy Press Scholarship Online
(PPSO) in partnership with Oxford University Press,
Cambridge Core and Project Muse.
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Policy Press, an imprint of Bristol University Press, is committed to publishing the highest quality scholarship in the social sciences and
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ideas, then please contact the Commissioning
Editor:

Laura Vickers Rendall,
Laura.Vickers@bristol.ac.uk

aligned disciplines. As a not-for-profit university press, our aim is to publish work that makes an impact in the world.
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